
 
 Advanced Placement World History  

SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENTS 2018-2019 

 

This assignment is due on the first day of school by 8am.  Your document must be shared with 

me via Google Docs by then. If you finish early, you submit at any time throughout the 

summer. I will respond to let you know that your summer work has been received.  You will 

also have a short essay test over the reading on the second day of school. Be sure to bring your 

book with you to class on second day. If you have any questions about the assignment, you can 

email me at Grossbohlin.Jennifer@mail.fcboe.org  

Have a great summer and happy reading!  

Jennifer Grossbohlin  

 

 THERE ARE FORMATTING ISSUES THAT I COULD NOT FIX. THERE ARE 6 

TOTAL PAGES OF SUMMER WORK, SO KEEP SCROLLING FOR QUESTIONS. 

THERE ARE 3 EPILOGUE QUESTIONS ON THE LAST PAGE, DON’T FORGET 

ABOUT THEM. SORRY FOR THE TROUBLE =)  

World History AP Summer Assignment  
Your summer assignment is based on the book A History of the World in 6 Glasses by 

Tom Standage. This book is available in paperback at local bookstores such as Books-A-Million 

and Barnes &Noble (and if they don’t have any copies on the shelf they can order a copy for 

you), and online at Amazon. You can also try used book sites such as the Advanced Book 

Exchange (www.abe.com) which has books at very low prices. While it is preferable to have 

your own copy so that you can take notes in it, underline, etc, you may buy a used copy.  

 

Whatever you do, do not leave it until the last week of the vacation to try to get a copy and 

do the assignment! This is your first real test to see if you are an AP caliber student - AP 

World History will require you to use your time wisely ALL YEAR as no class you have 

ever taken before has done. Get off on the right track by planning ahead with this 

assignment“6 Glasses” is a book which takes an innovative approach to world history. 

 The author looks at the development of world civilizations through the prism of the 

beverages that people drank in various time periods. These are (in chronological order): beer, 

wine, spirits, coffee, tea and coca-cola.  

Disclaimer: The use of this book as a summer reading assignment in no way represents any 

endorsement by myself or Fayette County Schools of the use or misuse of any of these beverages, 

alcoholic, caffeinated or otherwise. The book merely offers an innovative and (hopefully) 

interesting perspective to initiate our year-long discussion of world history. If you have any 

objections to the use of this book, please notify me immediately and no later than June 1st for an 

alternative assignment.  

Our purpose in reading the book is to get a sense of how civilizations and cultures 

develop and how numerous forces (social, political, religious, ideologies, technological, 

economic, & ecological) all affect even the most mundane-seeming aspects of people’s daily 

lives. When you are drinking a coke on a hot day this summer, it is not an accident. There are 

historical forces at work that have put that can of coke in your hand. This book explores those 

forces. For this assignment, you will need to read the book and do the following tasks.  
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Your portfolio should be typed in Google Docs. Title your Google Doc with your name- and 

AP World Summer Assignment, Ex: Jennifer Grossbohlin-Ap World Summer Assignment 

It must be 12 point, Times New Roman Font, double spaced. Work that is not typed in Google 

Docs will not be accepted. You must share your document when you finish your assignment 

and allow me to have editing privileges.  I will run a program called backdraft on your 

summer work assignment. Draftback lets you play back the revision history of any Google 

Doc. Backdraft will allow me to play back you working the document and will allow me to see 

cut and pasted information or shared information. It will also allow me to see the time that it 

took you to complete the assignment. Do not plagiarize or cheat on this assignment.  

 

See below for questions 



Part 1: Summary  

For each of the six beverages, and for the epilogue, write a 1 page summary of the author’s main 

points. Explain when, where, why and how that beverage became important and what effect it 

had on world history. Give specific examples of how the beverage affected history. Cite when 

necessary. Ex.(p.35).  

 

Part 2: Questions  

Answer the following questions in a paragraph of 4-8 sentences for each question.  

BEER: “In both cultures (Egypt and Mesopotamia), beer was a staple foodstuff without which 

no meal was complete. It was consumed by everyone, rich and poor, men and women, adults and 

children, from the top of the social pyramid to the bottom. It was truly defining drink of these 

first great civilizations.” (pg. 30)  

 

1. How might beer have influenced the transition from hunting and gathering to agricultural 

based societies?  

2. How is the discovery of beer linked to the growth of the first “civilizations”?  

3. What does this history of beer in the ancient world tell us about the early civilizations?  

4. What sources does the author use to gather his information on the use of beer?  

5. What were some of the uses of beer by ancient cultures? Nourishment? Ritual? Religious?  

6. How did beer “civilize” man, according to Standage?  

7. What is the relationship between beer and writing, commerce, and health?  

 

WINE: Thucydides: “the peoples of the Mediterranean began to emerge from barbarism when 

they learned to cultivate the olive and the vine.” (pg. 52-53)  

 

8. What opportunities associated with wine drinking did men have in ancient Greece that women 

did not?  

9. Why was wine adopted as a ritual drink in Christianity, but Islam prohibited the use of 

alcohol?  

10. What role did wine play at the symposion?  

11. What was a convivium and how did it reflect social status?  

12. Why do Christians drink wine and Muslims do not?  

 

SPIRITS: “Rum was the liquid embodiment of both the triumph and the oppression of the first 

era of globalization.” (pg. 111)  

 

13. From which advanced civilization/culture did Europeans get the „science‟ of how to make 

spirits?  

14. In what ways was the „discovery‟ and use of distillation important to the rebirth of science in 

Europe? (How was distillation seen and which infant science did it go hand in hand with, thus 

probably leading to further work/discovery? Also look what sort of texts had to be translated and 

what that might have led to…)  

15. How did spirits advance/accelerate colonialism?  

16. In the 18th century, how did spirits help Britain have a more superior navy than France?  



17. How did spirits help build America? (from getting the colonies off the ground to establishing 

our independence to the consolidation of power by the Federal government) [give lots here]  

18. What were the negative effects/uses of spirits? (use entire chapter to answer this)  

 

COFFEE: “Europe’s coffeehouses functioned as information exchanges for scientists, 

businessmen, writers and politicians. Like modern web sites.” (pg. 152)  

 

19. Who did the Europeans get coffee from and how did it spread to Europe?  

20. Why was it so important to Europe’s development that many people’s beverage of choice 

switched from alcohol to coffee?  

21. Describe coffee’s effect on the balance of power between various regions of the world. (in 

terms of commerce).  

22. How did coffee play a pivotal role in the scientific revolution? (give lots of detail)  

23. How did coffee play a pivotal role in the „financial revolution‟?  

24. How did coffee play a pivotal role in the French Revolution? (give lots of detail and go into 

the Enlightenment)  

 

TEA: “The story of tea is the story of imperialism, industrialization and world domination one 

cup at a time.” (pg. 177)  

 

25. What were the health benefits of tea? How would this beverage help human development?  

26. Which conquering people established the largest connected land empire in history?  

27. When Europeans first reached China, describe the relationship between the groups (balance 

of trade, how their civilizations compared, etc).  

28. What rights/powers did the British East India Company acquire (thanks in part to its gifts of 

tea to the king) which made it the most powerful corporation EVER?  

29. Describe tea’s impact on industry/commerce inside Britain.  

30. Describe the Opium wars, its impact, and tea‟s role in it. How did the relationship between 

the government of Britain and the British East India Company change over time?  

31. Describe how tea changed history in America, China, and India.  

 

COCA-COLA: “To my mind, I am in this damn mess as much to help keep the custom of 

drinking Cokes as I am to help preserve the million other benefits our country blesses its citizens 

with. . .” (pg.253)  

 

32. How did coca-cola become the world’s most recognized product?  

33. How does coca-cola affect, and how is it affected by, people’s views of the United States?  

34. What was America’s unique contribution to manufacturing?  

35. Why is the 20th century referred to as “the American century”? By 1900 what global 

economic shift occurred?  

36. Is Coca Cola an appropriate symbol of globalization? Why or why not?  

 

 

 

 



WATER: “Six beverages have defined humankind’s past, but which will embody its future? One 

drink has already emerged as the most likely candidate. Like many of the defining drinks of 

history, it is highly fashionable, is the subject of conflicting medical claims, and has unseen but 

far-reaching geopolitical significance.” (pg. 266)  

 

37. What evidence does Standage use to support his thesis that water has emerged as the 

beverage of the future? Do you agree with his thesis? Explain and provide rationale.  

 

 



EPILOGUE  
38. Describe how the scientific advancements of the 19th century brought the history of 

beverages full circle.  

39. Which water’s quality is more tightly controlled - tap or bottled? Explain.  

40. How many people have no access to safe water today? How has access to water affected 

international relations?  

 

 

 

 

 

I have read the summer AP World History portfolio assignment and requirements and 

understand that the portfolio is due on the 1st day of school at the beginning of class. 

Moreover, I understand that this summer work is an individual effort, and that I am not to 

copy anyone’s ideas or work, nor will I share my work or ideas with anyone else. Should 

any part of my project appear to be the same or similar to another student’s work, I 

understand that I will receive a zero for the plagiarized portion and may be subject to 

further disciplinary measures. I understand that this assignment is intended to be spread 

out throughout the summer so that I will be well prepared for the test on the assigned 

chapters of A History of the World In 6 Glasses, that awaits me on the 1st day of school. I 

understand that if I wait until the end of the summer to complete this assignment, I am 

putting myself in danger of earning a low grade for the project and the test, which counts 

for 5% of my total grade for first semester.  
 


